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Search & Share Reproducible

Finding English Pronunciation Tips on YouGlish

Student Name:           Date: 

Do you know YouGlish.com yet? Go to the impressive pronunciation site. Put in a word that you have 
trouble saying clear enough in English. Listen to five different authentic speakers use the word. Read 
the pronunciation tips listed on website.  Now compare that word to a similar, but different word. 
Repeat this activity for a phrase, an academic term, and a minimum pair (sea/she, sink/think, live/
leave). Listen carefully, take notes, and share the pronunciation tips with your classmates.

     1  What word did you first choose? Why? 

     2 What was the first video shown? Who was the speaker?

     3 What pronunciation tips did YouGlish.com provide for this word?

     4 What were some similar words? List a few.

     5 Which word from your list did you choose to compare with the original word?

     6  What phrase did you choose? Why? 

     7 What academic term or specialized word did you choose? Why? 
 

     8 Which minimal pair did you choose? Why?

     9 What pronunciation tips did you learn?

    10 How can you use YouGlish.com to improve your pronunciation?

“The bold adventurer succeeds the best.”
– Ovid (43 B.C.E. – 17 C.E.), Roman poet
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Understanding Plagiarism

Student Name:           Date: 

What do you know about plagiarism? How is it seen in your country? Plagiarism is a common 
educational concern, and many English teachers stress the importance of understanding how to use/
reference another’s work appropriately. Search for a recent article or brochure that describes and 
discusses plagiarism. After, answer the following questions:

     1 How does the article/brochure describe plagiarism?

     2 What is the author’s opinion about plagiarism?

     3  According to the article, what are three (3) practices considered to be plagiarism?

 a

 b

 c

     4 According to the article, what are three (3) ways one can avoid plagiarism?

 a

 b

 c

     5  Based on what you read, when is it considered plagiarism to use someone’s ideas? Why?

     6  What did you learn from the article that you did not know before?

     7  In your opinion, is it possible to plagiarize unintentionally? Why or why not?

     8 How would you feel if someone plagiarized your work? Why?

     9 Do you think plagiarism is a major problem? How widespread do you think is is in your school?

     10 How would you rate the article/brochure on a scale of 1–5, with 5 being the highest? Why?

Title: 
Web address:
Author:                Length: 
Publication:                Publication date: 

‘Fine words! I wonder where you stole them?’
—Jonathan Swift (1667–1745) - Anglo-Irish satirist and essayist
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Celebrating Birthdays

Student Name:           Date: 

Everyone has a birthday. The day you came into this world marked a significant change for those 
around you. 

Do you know what the world was like the day you were born? Do you know how life changed for 
your family that day? Conduct an Internet search and talk to a relative to find out what life was like 
when you were born. Take notes and answer the following questions. Discuss your findings with 
your classmates. 

     1 Where were you born? Describe the place where you were born.

     2 Who was present at your birth?

     3 What were some surprises surrounding your birth?

     4  What was happening in the world when you were born? What were some major news stories 
at this time?

     5 What songs were popular when you were born?

     6 What were some popular movies that year? 

     7 Who are some famous people who share your birthday?

     8 Who do you typically celebrate your birthday with? Why?

     9  Do you have any special plans to celebrate your next birthday? Why?

     10 What has been the best year of your life so far? Why?
 

“The more you praise and celebrate your life, the more there is in life to celebrate.”
—Oprah Winfrey (1954–), American star and philanthropist
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“For fast acting relief, try slowing down.”
—Lilly Tomlin (1939– ), American comedian

(link below)

126 www.CompellingConversations.com

Reducing Stress and Increasing Happiness

Search & Share

Student Name:      Date:

Take the following five-minute online quiz: “True Happiness Compass.”
http://apps.bluezones.com/happiness

Answer the questions, read your evaluation, and be prepared to discuss stress management
tips with your classmates.

What did you think of the quiz? How many questions were asked?

Can you recall two of the questions from the quiz?

How would you rate the online quiz, on a scale of 1–5, with five being the highest? Why?

What’s the main idea?

How many sources were quoted?

How reliable were the sources quoted? Why?

What was the strongest part of the article? Why?

How would you rate the article on a scale of 1–5, with five being the highest? Why?

We live in stressful times. How can we reduce our stress? How can we increase our happiness?

A.

Title:      Publication/Website:
Author:     Publication Date:

1

2

3

Find a recent article about how to cope with stress and increase happiness.B.

1

2

3

4

5

“For fast acting relief, try slowing down.”
—Lilly Tomlin (1939– ), American comedian

9
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Reducing Stress and Increasing Happiness

Search & Share

Student Name:      Date:
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           BONUS:  What are your best tips for a happy, healthy life?
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Collecting Advice on Writing Professional Emails

Student Name:           Date: 

Please find a short article that helps professionals successfully write emails – in English. You might 
search the Harvard Business Review, The Economist, the New York Times, and other appropriate 
sources. Read the article, take notes, summarize, and review it for your classmates.

     1 Please describe the article. What’s the main idea?

     2 What writing tips did the article provide?

     3 How practical did you find the advice? Why? 

     4 What was the strongest part? Why?

     5 How could the article have been improved?

     6 Who do think is the target audience for this article? Why? 

     7 Why did you choose this particular article?

     8  Based on what you’ve learned, what makes an effective email? Why?

     9  How many articles (a, an, the) appeared in the article? Circle and count them. Write an 
original sentence with each below.

 a:

 an:

 the:

     10 How would you rate the article on a scale of 1–5, with 5 being the highest? Why?

Title: 
Web address:
Author:                Length: 
Publication:                Publication date: 

“I do love email. Wherever possible I try to communicate asynchronously. I’m really good at email.”
—Elon Musk (1971- ), American entrepreneur and TESLA founder



6   www.CompellingConversations.com Creating Compelling Conversations 

Search & Share Reproducible

Responding to Yelp! Reviews

Student Name:           Date: 

Bad reviews aren’t all bad; sometimes they provide valuable feedback for businesses that want to 
improve. Find a negative review of a hotel, restaurant, or other business that describes a negative 
customer experience in detail. Then answer the following questions.

Now, imagine you are the owner or manager of this business. How would you respond to this 
customer’s complaints and concerns? Write a brief response to the reviewer below.

     1 What is the name of the business?

     2  What type of business is it? What services do they provide?

     3  What complaints are made in the review? Are they related to service, efficiency, or 
something else? 

     4 What is the tone of the review? Does the reviewer come across as reasonable or rude? Why?

     5 Is the criticism in the review constructive/helpful? Why or why not?

“The details are not the details. They make the design.”
—Charles Eames (1907-1978), American designer
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Looking at Languages

Student Name:           Date: 

All of the world’s languages, estimated at least 6,000, have stories. English, for example, has become 
the world’s most influential language in business and science over the last 50 years. 

Besides English, what language are you curious about? Can you tell us more about another 
language? Go to to Wikipedia to gain more information about another language spoken on planet 
Earth. Take notes and answer the following questions. Discuss your research with your classmates. 

     1 What language did you choose to study today? Why did you pick it?

     2 Where is this language usually spoken?  How many people, approximately, speak it?

     3 Can you tell me a bit more about this language?

     4 Where is this language an official language?

     5 Is this an ancient or modern language? How do you know?

     6 What are five words that English borrows from this language?

    a

    b 

    c 

    d 

    e 

     7 Who are some famous people who speak this language?

     8 What music or movies are created in this language? Can you give some examples?

     9  How similar is this language to English? In what ways?

     10 In what situations would knowing how to speak this language be helpful?
 

“The more you praise and celebrate your life, the more there is in life to celebrate.”
—Oprah Winfrey (1954–), American star and philanthropist
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Exploring Art at a Museum

Student Name:           Date: 

Browsing art collections at a museum can lead to many exciting discoveries. Choose an art museum 
that you are curious about and browse its collection online. Then, select one piece from the 
collections, take notes, and answer the questions below. Be prepared to share your answers with 
your classmates.

Museum suggestions:
•	 The Metropolitan Museum of Art (New York, 

USA)
•	 The Getty Center (Los Angeles, USA)
•	 The Louvre (Paris, France)
•	 The Tate Modern (London, England)
•	 Museo del Prado (Madrid, Spain)

•	 The Uffizi Gallery (Florence, Italy)
•	 The Hermitage Museum (St. Petersburg, 

Russia)
•	 The National Palace Museum (Taipei, Taiwan)
•	 National Museum of China (Beijing, China)
•	 The National Art Center (Tokyo, Japan)

     1 Describe the museum you chose.

     2 Have you ever visited the museum you chose? If not, why would you like to visit this museum?

     3 Which collection on display at this museum interests you the most? Why?

     4 Describe the artwork you chose. What is the subject matter?

     5 What do you know about the artist?

     6  Does the artist have other works on display at the museum? If so, what are they?

     7   What do you like most about this piece of art?

     8  What emotion(s) do you feel while looking at the artwork? Why? What about it makes you 
feel that way?

     9 Would you put a poster of it on display in your home? Why or why not?

     10 If you could ask the artist one question, what would it be?

Title of artwork: 
Artist:                
Medium used:          Date: 

“Art is not for the cultivated taste. It is to cultivate taste.”
—Nikki Giovanni (1943-), American poet, author and lecturer
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Extension Activities

REVIEWING PRONUNCIATION TIPS ON YOUGLISH (PG. 1)

a)  What are some important English words in your field or major? Watch 3 clips from YouGlish 
featuring the word. Select one to explain to your classmates in a 60 to 90-second video. Send 
your video to your instructor for feedback.

b)  What other minimal pairs (ex: sat vs. sit, buy vs. boy, trip vs. tip) can you think of? Choose a 
minimal pair you sometimes have trouble pronouncing. Make a 60 to 90-second video of your-
self using the pronunciation tips you discovered on YouGlish with these minimal pairs. Send 
your video to your instructor for feedback.

UNDERSTANDING PLAGIARISM (PG. 2)

How can one avoid plagiarism? Create a handout explaining what plagiarism is and how to avoid 
it. Cite at least three sources.

CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS (PG. 3)

What was life like the week you were born? Interview a family member about the week you entered 
the world. Write a letter summarizing your interview to another relative. 

REDUCING STRESS AND INCREASING HAPPINESS (PG. 4)

How can people live happier, healthier lives? Create a three to four-minute video providing your 
best tips for living a happier, healthier life and how to apply them. Upload your video to the class 
blog and help others lead reduce their stress and increase their happiness!

COLLECTING ADVICE ON WRITING PROFESSIONAL EMAILS (PG. 5)

Are you confident in writing professional emails? Compose and send an email to your teacher 
asking about your performance in the class so far and how you can further improve.

RESPONDING TO YELP! REVIEWS (PG. 6)

How would a concerned, savvy business-owner reply to critical Yelp reviews? Roleplay being a 
concerned, savvy business-owner and write a longer, more detailed response to your negative 
Yelp review. Consider the multiple audiences: the disatisfied customer; the many loyal customers; 
potential customers on Yelp; and your staff.
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Extension Activities

LOOKING AT LANGUAGES (PG. 7)

How similar is the language you chose to English? Compare and contrast English with this language 
with a chart. Be prepared to give a brief presentation to your classmates explaining your reasoning.

WEXPLORING ART AT A MUSEUM (PG. 8)

What would you ask the artist on display in an interview? Write a short, imaginary mock-inter-
view of 5-10 questions between the artist and you.
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English Learning History & Survey Reproducible

Student Name:           Date: 

     1 Why do you want to speak better English? Give three reasons.

    a

    b 

    c 

     2 How can speaking better English help you? 

     3 What activities or methods have you found most helpful in improving your English? Why?

     4 What is the most helpful English class that you have had? Tell us more about that class.

     5 What are some reasons some people sometimes dislike English class? 

     6  How else could speaking more fluent English change your life outside of school? 

     7 Can you list three topics that you would like to discuss with your classmates this semester?

    a

    b 

    c 

     8 What are your strengths as an English language learner?

     9 What are some challenges that you want to work on this semester? 

    10 What three things can you do this semester to improve your English?

Home Country:               Best Language: 
Field:        Future Job Title:
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—Planaria Price, author of Life in the USA

Mastering the American Accent



In 2016, Compelling Conversations Vietnam - Speaking Exercises for 
took the series to a new level.



Teresa X. Nguyen is a core faculty at Golden West Community College teaching English to adult 
immigrants and international students. She has spent over ten years teaching English to Vietnamese 
learners, both abroad in Southeast Asia and locally in southern California. Her thirst to sharpen her 
teaching skills led her to seize opportunities teaching a wide variety of English language learners in four 
countries, including classes on business English and American culture. In 2016, Nguyen created Youtube 
Channel, ESL Garage, to share her experience as an ELT professional. She is the co-author of Compelling 
Conversations – Vietnam (2016).
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is most important to them....Creating Compelling 
Conversations: Reproducible Search and Share 
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—David Stevens, Director of The Language School
    www.thelanguageschool.us
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